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Scott Peterson

Executive Director, Friends of the St. Croix Headwaters
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Dear Scott:

As superintendent of the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway, I am writing to convey my
enthusiastic support for the Canoes on Wheels program. The Friends of the St. Croix
Headwaters are to be commended for the creation and continued development of this program.

Canoes on Wheels is a wonderful example of the process of building future stewards of our
natural world. The effort to put middle and high school-aged kids in canoes not only provides a
way for young people to experience the outdoors, but also leads to increased appreciation and
understanding of the St. Croix River and its watershed. As we know, it is only through the love
of a place that people will take action to care for it.

This program also fully supports the goals of the National Scenic Riverway, which is a unit of
the National Park System and is also protected under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. In
addition to protecting and enhancing the natural, scenic, and cultural resources of the St. Croix
and Namekagon rivers, the National Park Service provides a diverse range of recreational
opportunities along the Riverway, as well as opportunities for learning about the rivers’ geologic,
cultural, ecological, and aesthetic values in order to promote stewardship.

I wish you continued success with Canoes on Wheels. If there are additional ways in which the

National Park Service can provide support or assistance, please let me know.

Sincerely,

URERINCES S

Christopher E. Stein
Superintendent



